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and two more divisions to Longstreet in East Ten- CHAP, iv
nessee. Seeing that Johnston had depleted in this
way, I directed Thomas to send at least ten thou-
sand men, besides Stanley's division, which was
already to the east, into East Tennessee, and noti-
fied Schofield, who was now in command in East
Tennessee, of this movement of troops into Ms
department, and also of the reinforcements Long-
street had received. My object was to drive Long-
street out of East Tennessee as a part of the prep-
arations for my spring campaign.

About this time General Foster, who had been
in command of the Department of the Ohio after
Burnside until Schofield relieved him,1 advised me
that he thought it would be a good thing to keep
Longstreet just where he was; that he was per-
fectly quiet in East Tennessee, and if he was forced
to leave there, his whole well-equipped army would
be free to go to any place where it could effect the
most for their cause. I thought the advice was
good, and, adopting that view, countermanded the nwd. 37*,
orders for pursuit of Longstreet.

On the 12th of February I ordered Thomas to
take Dalton and hold it, if possible ; and I directed
him to move without delay. Finding that he had
not moved, on th6 17th I urged him again to start,
telling him how important it was, that the object
of the movement was to cooperate with Sherman,

1 WASHINGTON, D. C.,          granted, who would you like as

December 29, 1863.    Ms successor?   It is possible that
Schofield will Ibe sent to your

C. W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chief*
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U. S. GRANT :
General Foster has asked to be
relieved from his command on
account  of  disability from old
wounds.    Should his request be
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